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Mrse Haru Kobayashi, San Francisco, Calif. 
Age: 79 
Interviewed by Rev. H. Takarabe on 4-6-74 


Q: Please tell me your name. 


A: My name is Haru Kobayashi. 


@: How old are you? 


A: 79 years old. 


Q: Where were you born? 


A: Ishikawa Prefecture, Japan. 


What was your parent's eccupation? 


es 


They were farmers. 


Q: What was their religion? 


A: They were Buddhists.eesHigashi Honganji sect, 


Q@: How far did you go to school? 


A: I just went to Grammar School. 


Q@: Were there higher educational facilities there? 

A: Yes, but my parents did not let me have higher education, 
the country, girls did not receive much education. My parents 
had in mind where they wanted ne {to go. ‘and the other side re= 
aveeees, that I do not receive higher éducation because I would 


not get settled in the country. They Wanted me to take sewing 
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Lessons and other lessons that would be useful for a housewife. 


Parents of both sides had discussed this but I did not know this 


at the time. 


Did you ever get mad. at home? 


T don't remember. 


What were the joyous occasions? 
Visit the curch, go to festivals at the shrine, celebrate 


Year and play "Karuta" (a card game matching famous poems) 
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How many brothers and sisters did you have? 


: There were five of us including myself. 


Were you the eldest? 


I was the eldest of the girls. 


Were there someone older than you? 


I had a brother older than I. 


What was your father like? Was he strict? 


Yes, he was. 


Eow was your mother? 


She was a country lady and a gentle person. 


Did you hear about Christianity while you were young? 


A: No, I never did, I didn't go out much. 


@: Did you get married in the country? 

A: No, I didn't. My father passed away and my elder brother 
had to take over the responsibility of the home while he was 
young. There were four of us below him, a big family for him to 
look after. I decided that I should leave the home, go out and 


work. I left home against the wishes of my family. 


Q@: Where did you go to? 


At I went to Yokohama and went to work, 


Q@: You had courage, didn't you? 

A: Iwas able to do it because I thought of the family. In 

the country, people lived higher than their means. I wanted my 
family to keep up what our parents left us. I had wanted to- 
receive highe education but my parents didn't let me so I wasn't 
happy staying at home. That's probably one of the reasons that 

I left hom, I think. | | 


Q@: After you arrived in Yokohama, what did you do? 

A: There was a representative from "Yamato" firm at Yokohama 

who came to our area to teach embroidery. I talked to this person 
secretly and made arrangements to.go to Yokohama. My mother gave 
in but my brother said it was disgrace to the family if I left and 
I would be disowned. I said I didn't mind being disowned, Once 
I had decided to leave, I would be leaving and I asked him to 


build up our household even stronger. My mother sent me candies 


and etcs. occasionally but I did not write to my family for 


three years. 


Q: How old were you then? | 

A: Iwas 19 years old, After 3 years, I sent some money from 

my savings to have a memorial service for my deceased father. 

My brother sent back the money saying he could not use it. [I 
insisted that the money was to go to the church in memory of my 
father and I wanted him to take it there for me as he was the 

head of the ecueenelds My brother later apologized and after that, 


we got along. 


Q: Then you didn't marry the person that your parents had in 
mind for you? 

A: No, I didn't. I didn't even know the person because it was 
arranged by my parents. The family came to my father's funeral 


and asked if I would marry into their family but my reply was no. 


Q@: Have you ever been to their place? 
A: No, because it was quite far, They were relatives who had 
no children. TI heard they were planning to adopt a boy from the 


wife's relatives and I was to marry him. 
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How many years did you work in Yokohama? 


A: About 5 years. 


Q@: How did you get to come to America? 


A: Mr. Takeshi Ohba, owner of the Yamato Co., where I worked 
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was a christian. He had about 40 employees. On Monday mornings, 
he had a christian service at his shop for everyone who worked 
there. Rev. Yoshimitsu Hirata(Congregational Church Minister) 
came to preach. Some of us women didn't attend all the services 
because it was early in the morning and we couldn't get ready 

in time. But on Sundays, we all had to attend church whether 

we liked it or not. It was hard to understand Christianity 

and the Bible. I didn't become a christian because I din't want 


two religions. I was brought up a Buddhist and it was more simple, 


Q: What wort of work did you do? 
A: I sewed, I also worked in the export department and inspected 


the finished work. 


@: What kind of clothes did they manufacture? 


A: They were bathrobes, vests, and etcs. 


Q: Did Japanese wear such clothes? 


A: No, Japanese didn't but we had many foreigners in Yokohama. 


Q: Was all this work new to you? 

A: Yes, it was and everything was strange. We had an employee 
from Okinawa who never saw snow until he came to Yokohama. One 
cold night, he left a bucket of water outside and it iced. He was 
very upset next morning because he thought someone had put glass 
in his bucket. I had someone bring some hot water and I poured 

it on the ice to show him that it melted. There were all kinds 


of persons working there, 
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Q@: How old was this boy? 


A: I guess he was 16 or 17 years old. 


-Q: Were there girls, too? | 
A: There were 5 or 6 girls who commuted and 6 or 7 who stayed 


at the dormitory. 


Q@: Were they your age? 


A: Few were older but most of them were my age. 


Q: Did your marriage with Mr. Kobayashi come up at this time? 


A: Yes, it was the era of the picture bride. 


GQ: What was your maiden name? 


At Murata. 


Q: Did someone arrange for you to come to America as a pleture 
bride? 

Ai Yes, it was arranged by Mr. Ohba, my employer, and Mr, 
Kobayashi's pastor in America but I did not know about it at 
first. By that time, my residence was in care of my employer, 
My brother back home heard about this. He wrote that they had 
someone in mind for me and wanted me to come back there when he 
sent the telegram. However, the office read the letter before 
it got to mee My employer said arrangements have been made for 
me to get married to Mr. Kobayashi in America. He wanted me to 
go back and visit my folks during my winter vacation and bid 


them farewell. And that he would take care of “other arrangements 
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necessary for me to come to America. It's like a story ina 


movie. 


Q@: Did you go and vist your folks? | 

A: Yes, I did. I arrived home very late. It was snowing 

and very cold but my mother and grandmother were up waiting for 
me, They hated to see me leave but they gave me permission to 
come to America. In Yokohama, my employer's office took care 
of my passport and all necessary arrangements. I only went 


once to sign for the visa. 


Q: When did you come to America? 


A: It was in 1919, 


Q: What was your impression of America. when you arrived? 
A: I didn't know anything. My husband told me to trust him 


and I said’ "alright", 


Q@: Where did your ship depart from? 
A: Yokohama. 


Q: Did yousee Mr. Kobayashi's picture and correspond with him 
while you were in Japan? 


A: Yes, I saw his picture and corresponded with him few times, 


Q: What did you think of Mr. Kobayashi? 
A: I trusted his pastor and thought he was a faithful man and 


left everything up to the persons who arranged the marriages 
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It was the same when I got baptized in Yokohama. Mr. Kobayashi 


wanted me to be baptized before I left Japan, so I did. 


Q@: Did your husband Look handsome in the pictures? 


A: Yes, he was average for a Japanese. 


Q:; What sort of persons were on the ship coming over? Were 
there pictures brides? 
A: It was the era of pictures brides and ship was filled to 


capacity. I'don't know how many passengers were on. 


Q@: Did you talk to other brides? 
A: I didn't go around talking to others. At times, I was 


seasick, 


Q@: Did you arrive in San Francisco? 

A: Yes, I did, 

Q: Did you go to Angel Island? 

A: No, Mr. Kobayashi's cousin, Mr. Ninomiya, who worked for 

a newspaper came looking for me but the immigration officer, 
Mr. Mitchell, asked for my husband to come on the ship. He did 


and [ was released to him and didn't have to go to Angel Island, 


Q@: What was your impression when you first met your husband? 
A: I don't know how to express how I felt. I just followed him 


and Mr, Ninomiya. 


Q@: How old was he? 


A: 42 or 44 years old. 


Q: How old were you? 


A: Iwas 2h years old, 


GQ: Where was Mr. Kobayashi living? 
A: He was living in a caucasian family home. He worked for 


this one family 25 or 26 years. 


Q: Where did you live? 


A: We rented a room and he commuted to work after we got married, 


Q: What was your husband's occupation? 
A: I think he was a houseman for this caucasian family. He may 


have been a cook at first. 


Q@: What was your impression of San Francisco? 
A: I was lonely and I didn't think too much about San Francisco, 


It was foggy and dreary. 


@: Were there many Japanese women here when you came? 


A: I think there were quite a number, 


@: Did you know about gambling places? 
A: No, I didn't. I heard there were but I didn't know who went 


to those places, 
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~~ @: Did you work? 

A: I worked after my husband passed away. Also, I worked a little 
while he was ill. I guess I worked a couple of years before WWII. 
My husband didn't want me to go out and work. I did some embroidery 


at home. 


@: Did you face any hardships? 
A: Not especially but it was hard to rent homes because we 


had children. 
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; Was this because you were Japanese? 


At Yes, being Japanese and with children, it was hard. 


Q@: Were you able to find places to live? 
A: Yes, we found places through friends, I never had difficulty 


obtaining food but I had difficulty renting a place to live, 


Q@: How many children did you have? 


A: I had fours=they were all boys, 


Q: Did you have any difficulty during the Depression? 
A: No, except once or twice the bank limited the amount of 


money to be cashed, 


Q@: Whoat sort of difficulty did others have? 
A: I dontt know, TI didn't associate very much with others, I 
was told that the Japanese in America were from all parts of 


Japan and the Japanese society was complicated and was told 


not to mingle. My husband brought few that we associated with, 


@: Soon after you came, did you have any problem? 

A: No, I didn't. I depended on my husband completely. Whenever 
I needed money, he gave it to.me. In those days, grocers came 
and took orders and delivered them to the house and we paid them | 


by the month, I had an easy life. 


@: Did your husband commute to his work from your home? 
A: During the summer when the employer's family were at their 
"summer homett, he stayed over there with them, When the family 


Was in town, he commuted, 


Q: Did you go to the summer home with your husband? 
A: No, I couldn't because of our children. My husband came 


home on his days off. I took care of our children. 


Q@: Was your husband's salary very good? 
A: I don't know what he was receiving, He gave me the money 
to rummy household and when it ran out, I asked for more 


and he gave it to me. 
Q@: You didn't have much worry, did you? 
A My husband was a faithful man and a religious man. He 


believed there was no other religion that surpassed Christianity. 


Q@: dust before WWIT, did you encounter anti-Japanese feeling? 
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A: I didn't go out very much. Once in a while, when I went out | 


shopping, I heard anti-Japanese remarks. That's about all. 


Q@: Did your children encounter any il feelings? 

A: They didn't tell me of any, I sent my children to YMCA 
and our christian church. They didn't have much time to play 
as they went to Japanese Language School besides the regular 
schools. We were fortunate as we had good leaders at our 


church. 


Q: Was it Rev. Kawamorita'ts time? 

A: Rev, Kawamorita was there and Mr, Kata was there. Our 
children were baptized by Rev, Kawamorita. We had good Ilbaders 
like Dave Tatsuno, Tad Tujita, Wilbur Takiguchi, Kaji Murata, 


Yukio Wada, Kaneo Miyoshi and Kiyoshi Togasaki. 


Q: When Pearl Harbor was attacked, what was your thoughts? 

A: I thought they started a terrible thing and wondered how 
could they fight a big country like this, [I had to go and work 
for somebody that day and heard the news over the radio and was 
shocked. My husband was upset. He was already ill around that 


time and was at home, 


@: What kind of illness did he have? 


A: He had heart trouble and was resting at home. 


Q@: Wasn't your husband working at that time? 
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A: He quit his job because of iliness about 2 years before the 


war broke out. 


Q: How did you get your income after he retired? 
A: His employer kept baying him the same amount of money as at 
the time he was working because he served them faithfully, for 


a long time. 


@: After the war broke out, what happened? 
A: My husband was home. Two sons were at U.C. Berkeley, and 
one son had just entered college in San Francisco, At the time 


of the evacuation, I registered as the head of our household. 


Q@: When did you evacuate? 


A: We went to Tanforan Assembly Center on "May Day", 


Q: What did you do with your furnitures and ateaca 

A: We couldn't pack right away because we had a sick person. 

My son kept calling the office to find out what we could do with 
my sick husband, Finally, they told us to send him to San Mateo 
County Hospital, Before that, my husband's employer had tried to 
keep my husband under their care but was told no Japanese could 
remain here. I took my husband to San Mateo County Hospital by 
ambulance, came home and started packing. We stored our house» 
hold items in our church basement. We sold our large furnitures 
very cheaply. After we evacuated to Tanforan, my ayenend wanted 
to join us. When medical facilities were set up, he was allowed 


to come there, When we were ready to move to a W.R.A. center, 
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they advised my husband not to travel with us but he insisted on 
going with us even if he died on the train. We had Dr. Kitagawa 
make arrangements so my husband could travel with us. At the time 
of the evacuation, our second son was with us but our eldest son 


was still at Berkeley. He entered Tanforan from Berkeley. 


Q: What grade was he? 

A: He was in his senior year and almost ready to graduate. When 
we were \.b@ing moved to Topaz, he was selected as our car=man 

so we were able to travel together, Wasn't it a miracle? Once 


we got on the train, we couldn't go to another car. 
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A: Yes, 1t was a hot and dusty place. When we got there, Dr, 


Then, you were sent to Topaz W.R.A. Center? 


Fujitats daughter, who was also a doctor, made arrangements so 

my husband was given special attention and we were dle to move 
into our barrack quickly. When the center hospital was 

ready, he was taken there and stayed there until he died. I felt 
that God was with us at all times, The camp life was a hard place 


for mé, 


Q: Why do you say that? 
A: Our good friend was a very capable person and he was 
elected as the head of the coop. When a person becomes a head, 


people get jealous and he becomes a target. 


Q: What sort of things did they say? Was he called a spy? 
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A: Yes, he was a Stanford University graduate, fluent in both 


English and Japanese languages, and was a leader, 


Q@: Was he hit? 
A: No, I don't think so. 


Q@: Did you stay in Topaz until the ead of the war? 
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Q: How did you feel when you went to Tanforan? 
A: I cried, We were sent into a horse stall. Four of us had to 
live in one stall. I didn't go to the mess hall. My son worked — 


in a mess hall and he brought me the food. 


Q@: How long did you stay in Tanforan? 
A: We went there in May and I don't remember how long we stayed 


Chere. 


Q: How was it when you arrived in Topaz? 
A: It was awful. We weren't used to such weather and T had a 


sick husband. 


Q: Was the barracks poorly built? 
A: Yes, but they gave us a faily large room because all my 
children were with me, Later, my children relocated outside to! 


go to school. Two sons served in the U.S. Army. 


Q@: In the center, what kind of trouble were there? 
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A: Because I helped this friend, I was critisized. She was 
pregnant at the time. On the outside, she lived well and I 

felt sorry for her so I brought food from the mess hall for her, 
I think someone saw me do this. They called me dogs and cats 
and I had a hard time. Rev. Kawamorita was called names COO.» 


There ware lot of confusion. 
Q: Why was Rev. Kawamorita abused? 
A: Because he assumed leadership, He was called spy of the 


government and etcSe 


Q: Was there doors on bothrooms and toilets? 
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Yes, there were. In Topaz, workers kept the place clean, 


Q@: How did you decide on the "Loyalty" questionaire? 

A: I left it up to my children and followed their idea. As 
citizens, they told me their loyalty was with the U.S.A. and I 
knew they had to serve the country of their birth. They were 
sorry for me because I was a Japanese National but I knew the U.S. 


Government would protect us if we showed our loyalty. 


Q@: What did you think of the boys serving in the U.S. Army? 

A: I thought they should, I knew it was wrong for the U.S. 
Government to intern American Citizens but because our children 
had Japanese bood they had to fight to show which side they stood, 
I didn't resent it at all. The children had to do what they had 
to do and as their mother, t did what I had to do. ‘The camp 


life was very hard for me. 


ale 


Q: Why was it so? 
A: Two of my sons went to serve in the Army. One son went outside 
to attend school and my husband was in the hospital. If I 
head noise while I was asleep at night, I would awake. I wondered 
whether my son got killed in the service or my husband had died. 
I always had this fear. The youngest son who was with me was 9 
years old anc at the age which was tough to handle, 

I didn't like to do things that were dishonest so people 
called me dogs and cats (spy). My husband kept telling ne Mdontt 
get upset because this is camp.'' I was working in our block 


because I saw 


mess hall but our mess hall chief made me quit 
them doing things that weren't honest. So I got a job as dish- 
washer in the mess hall of the next block. I camp, one person 
out of a fam ily had to be working, Later, our mess hall chief 
came and apologized that he was wrong. I think people in my 


block complained to him. 


Q@: When did your husband pass away? 
A: It was in June 1945, He was overjoyed when he learned that 
the war was near the end, He thought that our eldest son would 
be coming back from service, Because of the excitement, I think, 


he had another heart attack and died, 


GQ: Are there any other memories of Topaz? 
A: There isn't muche I couldn't attend any class because I had 
to work, visit my husband at the hospital and look after our 


youngest Sone. 


Q: How long was your husband ill? 


A: 5 yearse 


Q@: How did you feel when the war ended and Japan lost? 

A: Iwas glad it was over, I didn't care which side won, 
Q: Did you wish to get out of the camp? 

A: I wanted to get out as soon as possible for the sake of 


my children. 
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What did you do when you got out? 

A: I came to our church in San Francisco, My story isn't going 
to help you very much. | | 

Reve Tet Yes, it will. Third. generation Japanese do not know 
what the Issei Japanese went through and if we don't write it 


down, the Issei History will be lost, 


@: When you came out from the camp, where did you get settled? 


A: At our church, I stayed at the Sturge Memorial Building 6 years, 


Q: Was it a hostel? 
A: Yes, the lower level of the church was a hostel, too. The 
sanctuary was leased out and we weren't able to use if for a 


while. Rev. Kawamorita came back and opened it up for us. 


GQ: Did you come back directly to your church hostel? 
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Yes, Mr. Dave Tatsuno met me at the station and brought me 


to the hostel. I had my husband's ashes and my youngest son with 
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me. Third son studied at a school in New York and had moved to 


a college in Texas, 


Q: What month was it when you moved out of camp? 
A: I think it was in the middle of August, Mr. Tanaka wrote 


and told me to come back to the Sturge Building. 


G: How were you financially at that time? 
A: My husband's former employer, Mrs. Helman kept sending me 
$50.00 per month even after my husband's death and she kept it 
up for about 10 years until she passed aways She sent us $50,00 
per month all the while we were in Topaz. Until the evacuation, 
she sent my husband the same amount as he was receiving while 
he was working. We were very fortunate. Such persons are rare, 
After I came back from camp, an elderly man who lived near 
Laguna Honda (?) Convalescent Hospital needed a domestic worker 
and Rev, Kawamorita asked if I wanted to take the job. I started 
working for him and on my way home, I visited the Japanese 
patients at the Convalescent Hospital. Some elderly sick 


Japanese were put in Laguna Honda during the war. 


Q@: Were there very many Japanese there? 


A: Yes, there were, JI think there were more than 1lO-—-it 


could be closer to 20 persons, 


Q: Were they single men? 
A: Yes, single persons, widows and widowers, After work, I 


stopped by to visit these people, Later, I took more jobs, 


Q: Since you started to work for caucasians, you got to know 

them well. Were they good to you? | 

A: Yes, they were all very good to me. Once I started, I 

didn't change places of work. { think I worked for these families 


16&17 years. One employer had mentioned my name in the "will," 


Q: Did caucasian church members help you? 

A: I don't know of any. I think they were discouraging Japanese 
to organize into groups=-even having Japanese Churches. Rev, 
Kawamorita told them that the other races had their own churchs 
and also that we Japanese in America did not start the war, Rev. 


Kawamorita worked hard forrus,. 


Q: How many years did ya.do housework after the war? 


A: JI worked for couple families until lately. 


Q: You are very healthy for your age, aren't you? 

A: Last September, I fell in the bus and hur my back so I haven'tt 
been able to go out very much lately, I just started to attend 
church again. I suffered & fracture in my back and was in the 


hospital for two weeks at that time, 


Q: Looking back, when was the hardest time of your life? 
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I think Lt was while I was in camp because the future seemed 


so uncertain. The other was while my husband was ill. 


@: You have gone through hardships-=how do you interpret your 
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hardship: 

A: When I quietly reminisce my past, I feel that my destiny was 
given to me when I was born and I felt that something had held 
me together all through my life and still sustaining me even now. 
I haven't been seriously ill in my lifee=the .only time I went 
into a hospital was when I hurt my back last year, My children 


have suffered bad injuries. 


Q: Do you think you are a strong willed person? 


A: No, I don't think so, I think I am a weak person. 


Q: Yet, you have carried through much hardship. 
A: I always thought this was my life and I should be able to 


endure it. 


Rev. Te: You are an unusual person! 
A: To have to depend on others is sad, If one tries hard, 
necessities will be provided and life is blessed, I don't care 


for people who live high socially. 


Q: Why do yarsay that? 

A: They are extravagant and wasteful. Whan I was a child, among 
our relatives some were rich and some were poor, I liked the 
humble ones. The rich didn't treat people equal when we did 
things=<-such as memorial services and etcs, The poor stayed low 
and were expected to do sos I didn't like this at all. I thought 
they should give the poor ones a chance. I never wanted to be 


extravagante 


Q: What do you think of Sanseis? 
A: My daughter-in-law is a Sansei and she is very good, I 
think she is much nicer than some of the ladies who are coming 


from Japan now daysSe 


Q: In what point? 
A: Sanseis are not prejudiced and they are frank about things 


and they understand well. 
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What do you think of Yonseis (4th generation)? Do you tnink 
chee: as lacking something because they don't have to go through 
hardship? 

As Yes, I think they are spiritually weak. It's not good to 


be self-centered, 


Q: What do you want to teach to the Sanseis? 

A: They should have a religion. I was a Buddhist and I have 

been trained this way since T was a child, I wouldn't say which 
religion is better. There is only one truth. The goal of 
Buddhists and Christians are the same. The only difference is 

the road to attain it. It one days on the right tract, it is fine 
but some Christians profess Christianity and they don't live up 

to it. I would like to teach the Sanseis the truth about 


religion--whether Christianity or Buddhism, its fine. 


Q@: Do you think it is important to keep their Japanese identity? 


A: Yes. Japanese were known to be honest people with integrity 
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but I can't say all of them are that way now. 


Q: Do you think people should be honest and with clean minds? 


A: Yes, by all means. 


Q: Did you inherit your moral standards from your parents? 
A: My parents didn't teach mew My father did say, "think 


before you speak," once said we cannot take it back. 


Q@: What else comes to your mind? 
A: When my children were ill, I worried alot because of my 


responsibilities, My eldest son was near death twice. 


Q: What are your children doing now? 


ore 


A: The eldest son is working for the Federal Government as a 
chemical engineer. The second is a structual engineer and lives 


in Los Angeles, The third is a bio»chemist and travels alot. 


The fourth is a pharmicist,. 

Q@: What do you think of children's education? 

A: I think education is important. I asked my children before 
the entered college, what course they planned to pursue. I 
told them if they planned to go into business, they didn't need 
to go tO college. | They could work for someone and get the | 
training because I wasn't that wealthy. Fortunately, my 
children discussed with me. The eldest wanted to become a 


doctor but Tasked him to change because it takes too long and 
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I couldn't put him through. He is little over 50 years old now, 


bi 


Q: Isseis went through lot of hardship, didn't they? 


[ didn't think much of it but when we compare with others 


e! 


now, there is a difference. I close my eyes on the way our 


children live now, 


Reve Te: Thank you very much for telling me your experience, 


A: I am embarrassed because it isn't worht very much. 


Rev.T.: We want to translate this into English and let the 
Sanseis read it. 


A: Please omit the meaningless places, 


Reve. Te: Yes, we shall and if you want us to, we shall use a 
fictitious name, I need your signature permitting us to use 
these tapes if we decide to write a book about Isseis, 


A: I think it is embarrassing. 


Rev. T: I dontt think so. This is thtrue story of your life, 


A: Yes, it is, 


Reve Te: Yours is unusual. | 

A: Yes, my path was a little different. I worried quite a lot 
while I was raising my children, It's hard to mention all. One 
had a sever inbry and I wouldn't have’ been able to pull through 


or make decisions without spiritual support. When my son had an 


wPGe 


injury, one doctor said to operate and another said not to, 


Q: What kind of an injury was that? 

A: My eldest son was le or 13 years old, he was pushed by another 
student at school, fell and hit his head and suffered cerebral 
hem orrhage.e. My husband was away at that time. (The same son 
suffered severe burns from hot water when he Was small.e).e Some 
friends told me to sue the school when he was injured but I 


don't, 


Q: Did you pay the medical bill purself? 
A: Yes. If was so happy when he got well that I didn't mind 
paying the bills, Jf worshipped the doctor. He was a Japanese 


doctors 


Q@: Was your son operated on? 

A: No, he wasn't. I asked the attending Japanese doctor why. . 
he recommended not to operate, He wanted to treat him conservatively 
however, he told me that the first three days were very critical, 
and hard to know whether he could pull through or not. I decided 
to leave his life up to God. I didn't want him to receive more 
wounds, After, I decided what to, I telephoned my husband 

who was out of town working for his employer. TI went through 

a lot but now my children have grown up and I am lwing a peaceful 
Late. Now I like to serve others who are in need of help because 
[ was helped when I needed it, I am trying to live my best day 


by day. 
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8: This tape is your property but would you like to give it to 

the church Issei Oral History Committee? If we decide to publish 
a book on Issel History, will it be alright with you if we gave 

the editor these information? If you want us to, we can delete 

any portion you Wish. 

A: I am ashamed but if it would help your work, you may have 


the tape * 


Q@: Will you please sign this authorization and fill in the 
date for me? Today is April 6, 1974. 
A: Alright. 


j: Please fill in your address also. 


A; It is 522m 46th Ave. San Francisco, Calif, 


"The. Endtt 
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